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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Hon. Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



SIR: 



2 M2096-5 

Prior to calculation of fees and prior to examination on the merits, please 
amend the above identified patent application as follows: 



IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please delete claim 18 without prejudice. 



REMARKS 



Claim 18 is canceled to conform with U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
multiple dependent claim practice as well as to reduce the filing fees due. 
Claims 1-17 and 19-31 pending. 
No new matter is added. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of any fees 
associated with this communication, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit 
Account No. 13-4550. 



The Morrison Building 
145 N. Fifth Ave. 
Mt. Vernon NY 10550 
Phone (914)-667-6755 
Date: December 31, 2001 




Lyman H. Smith 
Reg. No. 44,342 
Agent for Applicant 



